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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Shekleton, Gerald on 7/26/07. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

41. (currently amended) A method for creating a graphic user interface (GUI) for a 
computer application, comprising: 

defining user interface objects and user interface elements corresponding to the user 
interface objects in a GUI layer that is separate from the computer application; 

arbitrarily defining a mapping between the user interface objects and respective locations 
in a user interface screen, wherein the mapping defines the locations independently of the 
computer application and comprises defining a relation that associates the user interface objects 
with corresponding features in an image provided by a designer of the GUI, receiving the image 
from the designer, wherein the image comprises one or more of the features in respective 
positions, and determining the respective locations of the user interface objects based on the 
respective positions of the corresponding features in the image; 

generating the user interface screen comprising the user interface elements in the 
respective locations determined by the mapping; and 
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linking the user interface objects in the GUI layer to methods in the computer application, so 
that interaction of a user with the user interface elements in the user interface screen invokes the 
methods linked to the objects. 

42. (Cancelled) 

43. (currently amended) A method according to claim 4343, wherein defining the relation 
comprises associating the features of a given color with a corresponding one of the user interface 
objects. 

45. (currently amended) A method according to claim 4342, wherein defining the relation 
comprises associating the features of a given shape with a corresponding one of the user 
interface objects. 

46. (currently amended) A method according to claim 4343, wherein receiving the image 
comprises changing a graphic quality of one of the features in the image, and 

wherein generating the user interface screen comprises changing the corresponding user interface 
element on the user interface screen responsive to changing the graphic quality, without effect on 
the method to which the corresponding user interface object is linked. 

49. (currently amended) A method according to claim 4342, wherein receiving the image 
comprises receiving a bitmap image, such that the respective locations of the user interface 
objects are determined responsive to the bitmap image. 
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50. (currently amended) A method according to claim 4343, wherein generating the user 
interface screen comprises building the user interface screen based on the features of the image 
received from the designer, without resort to a textual description of the user interface elements. 

51. (currently amended) A method according to claim 4342, wherein defining the relation 
comprises identifying at least one of the features in the image with a user interface push button. 

52. (currently amended) A method according to claim 4342, wherein defining the relation 
comprises identifying at least one of the features in the image with an area for display of text or 
graphics associated with the application. 

53. (currently amended) A method according to claim 4342, wherein defining the relation 
comprises identifying at least one of the features in the image with a user control for selecting a 
value of a parameter from a range of values. 

68. (currently amended) A computer software product for creating a graphic user interface 
(GUI) for a computer application, the product comprising a computer-readable medium in which 
program instructions are stored, which instructions, when read by a computer, cause the 
computer to receive a definition of user interface objects and user interface elements 
corresponding to the user interface objects in a GUI layer that is separate from the computer 
application, and to receive an arbitrary definition of a mapping between the user interface objects 
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and respective locations in a user interface screen, wherein the mapping defines the locations 
independently of the computer application, the mapping being defined in terms of a relation that 
associates the user interface objects with corresponding features in an image provided by a 
designer of the GUI, and wherein the instructions cause the computer to receive the image from 
the designer, wherein the image comprises one or more of the features in respective positions, 
and to determine the respective locations of the user interface objects based on the respective 
positions of the corresponding features in the image, the instructions further causing the 
computer to generate the user interface screen comprising the user interface elements in the 
respective locations determined by the mapping, and to link the user interface objects in the GUI 
layer to methods in the computer application, so that interaction of a user with the user interface 
elements in the user interface screen invokes the methods linked to the objects. 

69. (cancelled) 

70. (currently amended) A product according to claim 6869, wherein the instructions 
cause the computer to associate the features of a given color with a corresponding one of the user 
interface objects. 

71 . (currently amended) A product according to claim 6869, wherein the instructions 
cause the computer to associate the features of a given shape with a corresponding one of the 
user interface objects. 
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72. (currently amended) A product according to claim 6869, wherein the instructions 
cause the computer, responsive to a change made by a user in a graphic quality of one of the 
features in the image, to change the corresponding user interface element on the screen 
responsive to changing the graphic quality, without effect on the method to which the 
corresponding user interface object is linked. 

76. Apparatus for creating a graphic user interface (GUI) for a computer application, 
comprising: 

a GUI processor, which is adapted to receive a definition of user interface objects and 
user interface elements corresponding to the user interface objects in a GUI layer that is separate 
from the computer application, and to receive an arbitrary definition of a mapping between the 
user interface objects and respective locations in a user interface screen, wherein the mapping 
defines the locations independently of the computer application, the mapping being defined in 
terms of a relation that associates the user interface objects with corresponding features in an 
image provided by a designer of the GUL and wherein the processor is adapted to receive the 
image from the designer, wherein the image comprises one or more of the features in respective 
positions, and to determine the respective locations of the user interface objects based on the 
respective positions of the corresponding features in the image 

wherein the GUI processor is further adapted to generate the user interface screen 
comprising the user interface elements in the respective locations determined by the mapping, 
and to link the user interface objects in the GUI layer to methods in the computer application, so 
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that interaction of a user with the user interface elements in the user interface screen invokes the 
methods linked to the objects; and 

a display, which is driven by the processor to display the user interface screen. 



77. (Cancelled) 



78. (currently amended) Apparatus according to claim 7677, wherein the processor is 
adapted to associate the features of a given color with a corresponding one of the user interface 
objects. 

79. (currently amended) Apparatus according to claim 7677, wherein the processor is 
adapted to associate the features of a given shape with a corresponding one of the user interface 
objects. 

80. (currently amended) Apparatus according to claim 7677, and comprising a pointing 
device, which is operable by the designer to change a graphic quality of one of the features in the 
image, wherein the processor is adapted to change the corresponding user interface element on 
the screen responsive to changing the graphic quality, without effect on the method to which the 
corresponding user interface object is linked. 



83 (Cancelled) 
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A Ho wable Subject Matter 

Claims 41, 43-68, 70-76, and 78-82 are allowed. 

Prior art either alone or in combination doesn't show or teach "defining a relation that 
associates the user interface objects with corresponding features in an image provided by a 
designer of the GUI, receiving the image from the designer, wherein the image comprises one or 
more of the features in respective positions, and determining the respective locations of the user 
interface objects based on the respective positions of the corresponding features in the image;" 
"the mapping being defined in terms of a relation that associates the user interface objects with 
corresponding features in an image provided by a designer of the GUI, and wherein the 
instructions cause the computer to receive the image from the designer, wherein the image 
comprises one or more of the features in respective positions, and to determine the respective 
locations of the user interface objects based on the respective positions of the corresponding 
features in the image;" and "the mapping being defined in terms of a relation that associates the 
user interface objects with corresponding features in an image provided by a designer of the 
GUI, and wherein the processor is adapted to receive the image from the designer, wherein the 
image comprises one or more of the features in respective positions, and to determine the 
respective locations of the user interface objects based on the respective positions of the 
corresponding features in the image;" based on the arguments filed by the applicant on 5/7/07 in 
combination with other features. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peng Ke whose telephone number is (571) 272-4062. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and Alternate Fridays 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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